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resulted in major changes to Victoria's statistical geography effective from 1 July 1995.

Full details of the changes made are available in the ABS information paper Victorian Local
Government Amalgamations 1994-95: Changes to the Australian Standard Geographic Classification
(1257.0).

The restructure of local govermment in Victoria and the associated geographic boundary changes have

MAIN FEATURES

Trend estimates of the number of dwelling
units commenced in July 1995 (2.355) showed
a 4 per cent increase from the level recorded Tor
June 1995 (2,274). but an 11 per cenl decrease
from the figure for July 1994 (2.649).

In original terms the number of dwelling units
commenced in July 1995 (2.891) was 10 per
cent higher than the level recorded for July

1994 (2.639).

In original terms there were 203 new public
scctor dwelling units commenced during July
1995. This is the highest number since

December 1993, when 249 were recorded..
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INQUIRIES:

« for furthur information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related

unpublished statistics. contact Dennis Robson or John Nelson on Melbourne (03) 9615

7000, or any ABS oilice.

s for information about other ABS statistics and services contact Information Services on
Mclbourne (03) 9615 7000; or any ABS State office.




NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY OWNERSHIP AND TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL

BUILDING
Private sector Public sector Total
Other Other Other
rexidential restdential residential
buildings buildings butldings
Period Houses {a) Total Houses {a)  Total Houves {aj  Total

MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DIVISION (b)

1992-93 16,622 1,877 18499 639 213 852 17,261 2,090 19351
1993-94 16,918 2,881 19,79¢ 760 206 1,056 17,678 3,177 20,855
1994-95 16,932 2,506 19,438 200 392 601 17,141 2,898 20,039
1964 -
May 1,538 346 1884 38 36 74 1,576 382 1,958
June 1,494 158 1652 36 i6 52 1,530 174 1704
July 1,575 182 1,757 20 85 106 1,395 268 1,863
August 1,685 147 1,832 16 3 19 1,701 150 1,851
September 1,597 45 1692 12 4 16 1,609 9¢ 1,708
October 1,723 305 2028 3 — 3 172 s 2031
November 1,489 226 1715 8 —_ 8 1,497 226 1,723
December 1,358 213 1,57 8 25 13 1,366 238 164
1995..
Januvary 1,102 194 1296 42 40 82 1,144 234 1378
February 1,465 149 1,614 31 91 122 1,496 240 1,736
March 1,293 205 1,498 41 14 55 1,334 219 1,553
Apnl 1,072 93 1,165 23 44 67 103 137 1,232
May 1474 611 2,085 5 42 47 1479 653 2,132
June 1,099 86 1,185 — 43 43 1,089 29 122
July 1,962 171 2,133 14 75 89 197 246 2222
VICTORIA
1992-93 25248 2214 27462 978 322 1300 26226 2,536 28762
1993-94 25,895 3070 28965 1,107 441 1,548 27002 3,511 30,513
1694-95 24,088 2,629 26,717 459 542 1001 24547 3,171 2718
1994 —
May 2,375 362 2737 49 36 85 2424 398 2822
June 2,286 167 2,451 45 44 g2 2331 211 2,542
July 2318 200 2,518 29 92 121 2347 202 2,639
August 2,480 169 2,649 26 28 34 2,506 197 2,703
September 2,305 105 2410 19 13 32 2,324 118 2442
October 2,481 307 2,788 17 38 55 2,498 345 2843
November 2,187 258 2,445 17 5 22 2204 263 2467
December 1,854 221 20715 56 13 g9 1,210 254 2164
1995
January 1,531 194 1,725 65 47 112 1,596 241 1,837
February 1,953 15 2,112 34 91 125 1,987 250 2,237
March 1,819 214 2,033 80 28 108 1899 242 2,141
April 1,524 105 1,629 43 82 125 1,567 187 1,754
May 2,074 611 2,685 30 42 72 2,104 653 2757
Junc 1,562 86 1,648 43 43 86 1,605 120 1,734
July 2,513 175 2,688 40 163 203 2,553 338 2,891

{a) Number of dwelling units. {bh} As a resull of minor changes to the Melboume Statistical Division boundary, data for the perinds prior
10 July 1995 are net sirictly comparable to data for pesiods from July 1995 onward. For further details refer to paragraphs 12 to 14 of the
explanatory notes.
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2 NUMBER OF NEW PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES AND TOTAL NEW DWELLING UNITS

COMMENCED, VICTORIA

Private sector houses Totaf dwellings
Seasonally Trend Seasonally Trend
Perind Original adjustedia) estimate(a) Original adjusted{a) estimate(a)
1992-93 25,248 25,252 25,282 28,762 28,757 28,848
1993-94 25,805 25916 25,902 30,513 30,540 30,469
1994.05 24,088 24,053 24375 27,718 27 656 28,017
1994-..
May 2,375 2,212 2,288 2,822 2,593 2,600
June 2,286 2,353 2,321 2542 2,658 2,625
July 2,318 2,280 2,344 2,639 2,581 2,649
August 2,480 2,349 2,338 2,703 2,617 2,642
Seprember 2,305 2,467 2295 2,442 2,681 2,596
Octoher 2,481 2,284 2215 2,843 2,707 2,513
Navernber 2,187 1,808 2,105 2,467 2255 2,394
December 1,854 2,071 1,995 2,164 2287 2,276
1995—
January 1,531 1,742 1,890 1,837 1,960 2,167
February 1,953 1,593 1,812 2,237 2326 2,085
March 1,819 1,778 1,786 2,141 2,044 2,086
Apnl 1,524 1,685 1,807 1,754 1,810 2,129
May 2,074 1,874 1,857 2757 2,469 2,196
June 1,562 1,621 1,929 1,734 1,817 2,274
July 2,513 2,470 2,011 2,891 2,837 2,355
{a) See paragraphs & to 11 of Explanatory notes.
NEW DWELLING COMMENCEMENTS, VICTORIA,
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE CHANGE
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NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES COMMENCED BY MATERIAL OF OUTER WALLS, OWNERSHIP
AND STATISTICAL DIVISION, JULY 1995

Double brick,

Statistical stone and Brick Fibre Cther and
division (a) concrete veneer cemeni Timber not stated Total
PRIVATE SECTOR
Melboume g 1,223 2 45 683 1,962
Barwon 5 36 — 10 42 93
Westem District — 23 — 1 1 25
Central Highlands 1 22 — g 29 61
Wimmera -— 11 1 — — 12
Mallec — 13 — 5 7 25
[eddon — 37 2 5 55 99
Goulbum 3 47 2 5 12 a9
Ovens-Murray — 56 — -— 12 68
East Gippsland — 18 4 — 3 25
Gippsland — 39 5 4 26 74
Ttal YVictoria 18 1,525 16 .~ 870 2,513
PUBLIC SECTOR
Melboume — 2 — — 12 14
Barwaon — — — _ k} 32
Western District — 4 — — — 4
Central Highlands — — — —_ 1 1
Wimmera — — — — — —
Mallee — — — — — —_
Loddaon — 2 — — — 2
Goulharn — 4 — — — 4
Ovens-Murray — 3 — — 6 9
Last Gippsland — — — — — —
Gippsland — 1 — — 2 3
Total Victoria —_ 16 —_ 24 40
TOTAL
Melboume 9 1,225 2 45 693 1,876
Rarwon 5 36 e 10 45 96
Westemn District — 27 — 1 1 29
Central Highlands l 22 - 9 30 62
Wimmera — 11 1 — — 12
Mallee — 13 — 5 7 23
Loddon —_— 39 2 5 55 101
Goulbum 3 51 2 5 12 73
Ovens-Murray — 59 — — 18 i
Fast Gippsland — 18 4 —_ 3 25
Crippsland — 40 5 4 28 7T
Total Victoria 18 1,541 16 84 894 2,553

(2) For details of changes ta Statistical Divisions, please refer to paragraphs 12 10 14 of the eaplanatory notes.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

INTRORUCTION

SCOPE AND COVERAGE

DEFINITIONS

1. This publication contains monthly details of the number of new
dwclling units reported by approving authorities as having
commenced in each Statistical Local Arca.

2. The statistics were compiled from monthly reponts, provided
by local and other government authorities, together with licensed
private building surveyoms, of commencements of new houses and
new other residential buitdings for which:

{a) buitding permits were issued by licensed municipal building
surveyors employed in local government authorities;

(b) contracts (let or day labour work) were authorised by
Commonwealth. State, scomi-government. and local government
authorines;

{¢) building permits were issued by licensed private building
SUFVCYOrs.

The last category rellects implementiation of the 1993 Building Act
by the Victorian Goverament from 1 July 1994.

3. The number of dwelling units created by alterations and
additions 1o uxisting buildings, and through the construction of
new non-residential berildings is not included.

4. Dwelling unit. A dwelling unit is defined as a sclf-contained
suite of rooms. including cooking and bathing facilitics and
intended for long-term residential use. Units (whether
scll-conwined or not) within buildings offering institutional care,
such as hospitals. or tcmporary accommodation such as motels,
hostels, and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.

5. Residential building. A residential building is defined as a
building predominantly consisting of one or muore dwelling units.
Residenteal buildings can be cither houses or other residential
buildings as [olows:

(a) A housc is delined as @ detached building predominantly usced
lor long-term residential purposes and consisting of only one
dwelling unit. Thus detached "granny {lats” and detached dwelling
units (such as carctakers’ residences) associated with
non-residential buildings arc defined as houses {or the purposc of
these statstics.

(b) An other residential building is defined as a building which is
predonunantly used for kng-term residential purposes and which
contains (or has attached to i) more than one dwelling unit (c.g.
includes townhouses, duplexes, apartmeat buildings, etc.).

0. Commencement. Forthe purposes ol this statistical series, a
restdential Duilding s regarded as being commenced on the date
when:

() Fhe building work is first inspecied by a local government or
other government authority building inspector or surveyor,
whether the work is passed or not. In general, the first inspection
15 undertaken at the foundations or foolings stage ol construction:
or

(b) The building work is determined as commenced by a building
INSPLCLOT OF SUIVEYOT.



SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT

TREND ESTIMATES

GECGRAPHIC CHANGES

7. Ownership. The ownership of a building is classilied as cither
public sector or private sector according to the sector of the
intended owner of the completed building as evident at the time
of approval. Residental butidings being constructed by private
sector builders under government housing authority schemes
whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to
purchase the buildings on or belore completion, arc classified as
public sector.

8. Original and seasonally adjusted building statistics are shown
in Table 2. 1n the scasonally adjusted serics, account has been
taken of nomal scasonal factors and "trading day” elfects (arising
from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tucsdays, ctc. in
the month) and the effeet of movement in the date of Easter which
may, in successive years, aflect figures for dilterent months.

9. Since scasonally adjusted statistics reflect both irregular and
trend movements, an upward or downward movement ina
scasonally adjusted series does not neeessarily indicaie a change of
trend, Particular care should therctore be taken in interpreting
individual month to month movements.

10. Trend estimate dwelling unit commencement sLatistics ane
shown in Table 2. The trend estimates have been derived by
applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average Lo the
SCTIES,

11. Whilce this technique enables trend estimate data for the latest
period 1o be produced, it does result in revisions o the trend
estimate series {or the most recent months as additional
observations become available. There may also be revision as a
result of changes in the original data, and as a result of the
re-cstimation of the scasonal lactors,

12. Statistics published in this issue of Dwelling Unit
Commencements Reported By Approving Authoritics, Victoria are
presented in accordance with the revised geographic boundaries
contained in the Australian $tandard Geographical Classification
(ASGC) Edition 2.5. The ~OfF shore and migratory' category has
been excluded from all tables.

13. Edition 2.5 of the ASGC includes major changes (o Victorian
Statistical Local Areas (SLAs). Some changes to Statistical Division
(513) and Statistical Sub-division ($8D) boundaries have also been
necessary. These changes are the last required to incorporate the
recent Local Governnent boundary re-structures. Complete
details of the changes are avatlable in the ABS information Paper
Victorian Local Government Amalgamations 1994-95: Changes to
the Australian Standard Geographbical Classification (1257.0).

14. Table 3 shows commencements statistics according to the
new SIA structure and includes data {or periods prior to July 1995
relating Lo those geographic arcas {or which no boundary changes
have been made. Table 1 includes data for the Melbourne
Statistical Division for periods prior to July 1995 becausc only
minor boundary changes have been made.  (Historical data for
other $Ds subject to boundary changes can, in some instances, be
provided as a special data service. Charges apply for these
services.)



COMPARABILITY

UNPUBLISHED DATA

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

SYMBOLS

15. Because of the difference in data sources, collection
methodologies. and timing of notification of commencements,
care should be exercised in comparing quancrly data derived from
monthly dwelling unit cornmencemenis statistics, with the
quarterly dwelling unit commencements statistics from the
Building Activity Survey (published in Building Activity, Victorna
8752.2).

16. The ABS can also make available certain dwelling unit
commencement data which are not published. Where it is not
practicable w provide the required information by welephone, data
can be provided in the following forms: microfiche, photocopy,
computer printout, and manually extracted tabulation. A charge
may be made for providing unpublished information in these
forms.

17. Users may also wish to refer to the following building and
construction publications which are available on request:

o Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) (monthly) ($14.50)

= Building Approvals. Victoria (8731.2) (monthly) ($15.00)

» Building Activity, Victoria (8752.2) (quarterly) (§14.00)

All publications praduced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications. Australia (1101.0) which is available [rom any ABS
Oflce.

18. A karge range of data is available via on-line services, disketie,
magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD ROM. For more details
about our clectronic data services, contact any ABS Office.

In this publication, Cities arc marked (), Rural Cities (RC).
Boroughs (B), and Shires (8).

n.a. not available

- nil or rounded down to zero

Where ligures have been rounded, discrepancics may occur

between sums of the component items and totals.

S$TUART JACKSON
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician

741.2 + JULY 1995 17



Bureau of
Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and sociat conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Pubiications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consuitancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service availabie at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom PiL: premium rats 25¢21.4 secs.)

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magreic tape, tape
cartridge and CC ROM. For more details about these electronic data services,
contact any ABS Cffice {see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There is a large number of ABS publications available from ABS bcokshops {(see
below Bookshop Sales for cantact details). The ABS alsc provides a subscription
service through which neminated publicatons are supplied by mail on a regular basis
{telephone Subscription Service toil free on 1800 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Oftices Information Inquiries Bockshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7000 9615 7829
BRISBANE (07} 3222 6351 3222 6350
PERTH {09} 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE {08} 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA (08} 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT {08} ' 252 68007 1800 02 0608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 (C:AU ATELMEMQO O:ABS SN:INFO,FN.STAT)

Internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU

Pl

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2618
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